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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 03130 160821Z 
11 

ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 ISO-OO AGR-20 SWF-02 AID-20 IO-14 IGA-02 

AEC-11 CEA-02 CIAE-00 CIEP-02 COME-OO DODE-OO FEA-02 

FPC-01 H-03 INR-10 INT-08 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 OMB-01 

PM-07 RSC-01 SAM-01 SCI-06 SP-03 SS-20 STR-08 TRSE-00 

PRS-01 PA-04 USIA-15 DRC-01 /198W 

039991 

R 160747Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3817 

UNCLAS SEOUL 3130 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAGR, KS 

SUBJ: WORLD FERTILIZER SITUATION: LDC PRODUCTION PROBLEMS 
REF: STATE 095838 

1. WITH ONE EXCEPTION, ALL FERTILIZER PLANTS IN KOREA ARE 
PRODUCING IN EXCESS OF DESIGN CAPACITY RANING BETWEEN 1 15 PCT 
AND 120 PCT OF DESIGN. 

2. SINGLE EXCEPTION IS NEW OPERATION AT CHUNGJU KNOWN AS 
SIXTH FERTILIZER PLANT WHICH IS STILL ENCOUNGERING STARTUP 
PROBLEMS. THIS PLANT HAS REACHED 100 PCT CAPACITY 

IN SUSTAINED TEST RUNS AND IS EXPECTED TO BE IN FULL COMMERCIAL 
OPERATION IN THE NEAR FUTURE. BECHTEL BUILDER OF PLANT HAVE 
ENGINEERS ON THE JOB AND HANDLING PROBLEMS. 

3. NO ASSISTANCE OR FURTHER US ACTION IS INDICATED. 

ERICSON 
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